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Dr. Joe Novak 

A series of  workshops for the home 

gardener 

 

Joe Novak is a life-long 

gardener.  He has a 

Ph.D. in Vegetable 

Crops from Cornell 

University and has 

taught courses in gar-

den science at LSU and Texas A&M. 

Novak now lives in Houston and is devel-

oping the Houston Horticulture Center at 

the White Oak Conference Center to es-

tablish regional gardening education pro-

grams with a variety of demonstration 

gardens on the grounds.   

Novak is a consultant in special garden 

programs, advises some unique communi-

ty garden programs in the Houston area 

and teaches a course in gardening at Rice 

University. 

About NNMD 

The State of Texas created the Near 

Northwest Management District in 2001 

to address concerns about public safety 

and economic development in our area. 

The District’s mission is to promote and 

coordinate economic growth, the crea-

tion and beautification of area green 

spaces and promote and supplement 

public security within our boundaries. 



Gardening Workshops 

Retired TAMU professor Dr. Joe Novak will lead a 

series of hands-on gardening workshops to teach 

home gardeners the basics for planting vegetable and 

herb gardens and container gardens, how to analyze 

and care for your garden’s soil, and managing garden 

pests.  All workshops are at the White Oak Confer-

ence Center at 7603 Antoine Drive., Houston 77088. 

Starting Seedling Transplants for Your 
Garden 
Jan. 23, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Good quality transplants of the right varieties are 

essential for a productive vegetable garden.  Learn the 

basics—types of containers and media, sowing and 

managing the seedlings, troubleshooting common 

problems, and best environment to germinate and 

grow seedlings. Start and take home a tray of 6 6-

packs of vegetables and herbs.  

Make Your Vegetable Garden Grow—

Really!  

Jan. 30, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

We can grow nearly all vegetables and herbs in our 

gardens in Houston if we choose the right location 

and season.  Learn the basics for planning, siting, and 

sequencing a 12-month garden in Houston.  Examine 

Registration 

Register online at www.nnmd.org 

Single Workshop  $35 

All 6 Workshops (save $20) $190 

Fees include all workshop materials. 

Contact Us 

NNMD 
(M) 5740 W Little York, Box 391, 77091 
(O) 7603 Antoine Drive, 77088 

(713) 895-8021 
info101@nnmd.org 

Visit us on the web at www.nnmd.org 
Check us out on Facebook 

the roles that climate, weather, soil and other environmen-

tal factors play.  Participants are encouraged to bring pic-

tures of their potential garden sites (include the views to 

the southeast, south and southwest) to develop a 12 month 

plan for your future gardens. 

Composting for the Home Garden 
Feb. 6, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m.  

Composting home garden refuse is one of the best things 

that we can do for our city and for the natural ecosystem of 

our garden.  Assemble an aerobic compost pile and follow 

it through the remainder of the workshop series.  Discuss 

problems that can develop in making compost in our back-

yards and how to correct the problems.  Learn about alter-

nate composting methods and structures. 

Soil Management for the Home Garden 
Feb. 13, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m.  

Half of a plant is in the soil.  Look at the practical aspects 

of soil management in the garden to support healthy plant 

growth.  Explore soil texture and structure, basic chemistry 

of the soil, and the importance of soil organic matter.  Ex-

amine some of the soil-related 

problems that can develop in a 

garden.  Learn practical tests to 

learn more about their garden soil’s 

profile, texture and moisture con-

tent.  Discuss good techniques for 

preparing the soil and the im-

portance of effective drainage and 

irrigation.  Hands-on experience: go outdoors, dig into the 

soil of a future vegetable garden and discuss its properties.  

Pest Identification and Management in the 

Home Garden 

Feb. 20, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
The majority of organisms in a garden are either beneficial 

or neutral to producing vegetables and herbs, but a few can 

be harmful.  Learn to identify the pests and the types of 

damage that they cause, and some of the beneficial organ-

isms that are in our gardens.  Discuss the many strategies 

that we can use to control pests without damaging the ben-

eficial organisms in the garden.  Visit an active vegetable 

garden to scout for and identify problems, and 

discuss their effects on the garden and possible 

control strategies. 

 

Growing Vegetables in Containers 
Feb. 27, Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Many vegetables and herbs can be grown in con-

tainers.  Containers allow the gardener to put the 

plants where they can grow best and to move the 

plants to new locations as the seasons change.  

The gardener can totally change the soil environ-

ment for the root system.  Learn many different 

types of container gardens and the media that will 

work best in these containers.  Discuss manage-

ment of the container gardens and some of the 

common problems that develop when growing 

plants in containers.  Each participant will take 

home a 15 gallon container planted with four veg-

etables and/or herbs. 

Early Registration Information!! 

Register by 1/4/2016 and get all 6 
Workshops for $180  


